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CONTEXTO HISTORICO

El petroleo en México 1900 - 1934
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Los veneros del diablo...

Patria: tu superficie es el maiz,
Tus minas el palacio del Rey de Oros,

Y tu cielo, las garzas en desliz
Y el relampago verde de los loros.

El Nino Dios te escriturd un establo
Y los veneros de petrdleo el diablo.

Ramon Lopez Velarde
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La disputa por el petréleo

Weetman Pearson. Edward L. Doheny. Porfirio Diaz.
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La disputa por el petréleo

Francisco |. Madero Venustiano Carranza
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La disputa por el petréleo

Ocupacién de Veracruz Adm. Henry T. Mayo
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La disputa por el petréleo

War is a Racket
Gen. Smedley T. Butler [La guerra es una estafa]

pra

-
7 =
e

“Pasé 33 anos y cuatro meses en
servicio militar activo y durante ese
periodo la mayor parte del tiempo fui
un [golpeador de lujo al servicio de
los| Grandes Negocios, de Wall
Street y de los banqueros [...] Ayudé
a que México, y en especial
Tampico, fuera un lugar seguro para
los|intereses petroleros
estadounidenses en 1914”.
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Cronologia minima

- 1900 — 1935
Instalacion y expansion de la industria
- 1936

- Ley de Expropiacion
- Formacion de un sindicato nacional
- Enfrentamiento con las empresas

1937

- Huelga petrolera en Venezuela (enero)
- Huelga petrolera en México (mayo)

1938

- Expropiacion (marzo)
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Pero luego las empresas,

Viendo que perdian el
hueso,

Dijeron ay Lazaro
Cardenas,

Te quitaremos el pescuezo.

Anita Brenner
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Los veneros del diablo...

—Tsl

s

UNIVERSIDAD
IBEROAMERICANA

Un presidente asesinado
por una gota de petréleo,
una hipoteca de millones

de hectareas, un
fusilamiento

rapido en una manana
mortal de luz, petrificada,

un nuevo campo de
presos...

Pablo Neruda
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|. La expropiacion

Alboroto en el patio trasero



Lo nunca visto
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El villano favorito

TIME

The Weekly Newsmagazine

Number 9
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ll. La expropiacion

Elementos de una guerra de
propaganda



Estados Unidos, Inglaterra y
Holanda vs Mexico
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Guerra de propaganda

Obijetivo:

Derrocar al gobierno de Lazaro Cardenas y
sustituirlo con una reedicion del Porfiriato.

Publico meta:

En EU: electorado ilustrado de clase media a
alta, el sector empresarial y los centros de
poder.

En Mexico: la clase media y sectores
sociales, politicos y economicos
anticardenistas.
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WHY THE MEXICAN STRUGGLE IS IMPORTANT TO YOU |
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" The Meﬁcéh Terfor

Trandated from Hoy (Today), Mexico City, May 26, 1938

BY RODULFO BRITO FOUCHER
Former Dean of Law and Professor of Public Law at the National University

wounded by the insatiable thirst for
blood of local tyrannies. Bearcely

ninety deys ago one of the agr

commumities of the same State was
visited by government agents, who
ejected the peasants from their lands,
which they had received as Commeons

local authorities. The ousted parties
went to Mexice City, where, mided
by the C. T. M. {Mexican Confedera-
tion of Laborers}, they had the De-
partmrent of Agricalture pend & special
delegate to investigate the outrage
and ret them. C and
confident, they were returning in a
large caravan to their native town
when a group of men armed by local
finctionaries attacked them, killing

city to sesk justice. The pap
ran articles on it for two days amd
then forgot it. Without doubt the
crime went completely uapunished,
If @t is difficult for superficial ob-
servers ta discover that Mexico is a

a5
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Backgrodnd of Revolution

BY E. R. PINEDA

Instructor in French and Spanish, City College of New York

Txm geographic environment of
most Latin-American countries is un-
favorable. In national life adverse
conditions are translated into re-
tarded ic devel in-

unable to organize political parties.

If a political issue is brought home to

them, they are more likely to decide

it directly, dramatically, than with
. o B

X P
icultural production, lack

d
0. exp y or to eco-

Tnomic

of communications resulting in isola-
tion and petty regionalism on which
revolutions thrive.

The racial composition of the popu-
lation also provides an element of un-
rest. Thanks to their connections and
their superior mentality, the creoles,
of pure or nearly pure Spanish blood,
have maintained a position of leader-
ship in society which, however, has al-
ways been threatened because of their
qualities and defects. U i

At the bottom of the social scale
stands the Indian — quite different,
by the way, from the American In-
dian, both physically and mentally,
He is usually of smaller stature, of
lighter build and more delicate fea-
tures, with a swarthy complexion, sal-
low rather than reddish. Almost dia-
metrically opposed to the creole, he is
unemotional, frugal, docile and pas-
;;}lsc,‘ofm 2 veritable Scot for thrift.

ing and individualistie, they find it
diffieult to get together and hence are

and sup
all understanding. i

position in society. A strange prod| :
indeed! Not devoid of the attractj::t
ness and wit of the Spaniard, without.

his tenacity or the Indian’s frugalit;

'thf halfbreed is for the most part an

product,
at least, if not biologically, with tho
virtues of neither race and the vices of
both. If there is a revolution, he will
probably join it. What has he to lose
when he spends more than he earns?
A revolution will afford him excite-
ment as well as a chance to see
something of the country and to

satiate his insatiable baser appetites.
He bears up a little better in the
country.

The interplay of these racial cle-
ments, as organized at present, brings
about & condition of instability.

The halfbreed occupies & middle

POPULATION

SPEAKING NATIVE LANGUAGES

TOTAL

REFERENCES

M 0 LD TO 2000
FAOM 20.01 TO 50.00
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iites, there is terrible economic and
cultural backwardness in which live
e 000 Indians who do not even
w'fd‘:foﬁidnl language, Spanish.

The German traveler, Baron von
Hupiboldt, visiting New Spain early
in the nineteenth century, pointed
, in his Political Essay on New
Spain how the conquerors, led by
rnan Cortes, were driven to mix
with Indign women rather than await
‘arrival of women from Spain.
the course of centuries, fifteen
‘castes were officially recognized in
ew Spain. There were Spaniards
orn in Europe, creoles (or Spaniards
orn in America), Indians, and Ne-
groes, who produced castes and sub-
castes, catalogued officially as follows:
estizo (of Spanish and Indian
lood), Castizo (Mestizo and Indian),
Espaiiolo  (Mestizo and Spanish),
“Mulatto (Spanish and Negro), and
- the following common crosses, bearing
. the picturesque names of jump back-
ards, kinky-head, wolf, hay-sced,
hitey, darkey, sambo, village mu-
‘lptgo, stay-up-in-the-air and I-don’t-

\éyou, or th

ences, the Mexican census of 1930.(t.he

Why Mexico s Backward

- (The author of this arficle is a Mexican cifizen living in Mexico who believes that the
disordered state of the country requires anonymous publica
of reprisals. All stafisfics have been checked agai axi

tion because of the danger
an government publications.)

Blic capacitiesof today’sIndian
pited to the weaving of baskets

last complete one) no longer
the inhabitants according to blood,
but according to language. It con-
cludes that 14.6 per cent of the popu-
Jation still consists of pure Indians,
dividedinto fifty-four tribesand speak-
ing about twenty different languages
and dialects: Yuma, Seri, Pima, Nahu-
atlaca, Otami, Totonaca, Tarasco,
Mazatlinea, Zoque-Mixe, Algonquin-
iana, Atapasco, Mixteco-Zapoteca,
Maya-Quiche and Name. The Gov-
ernment admits that the figures show-
ing the indigenous population are too
low. For, the census says, “entire
groups, on account of defective statis-
tical apparatus, were not taken into
consideration.”

That the “indigenas” live in terri-

In the third edition of his Political
‘Essay Baron von Humboldt estimated
e e

{3

mﬂepend;n ‘in 1821 as follows:

L

whites; 1,860,000 mestizos and 10,000
egroes — total, 6,800,000. Present
population falls short of 20,000,000,

- Independent Mexico serapped the
 practice of classifying inhabitants by
castes,  All were given the name of
Mafcana. Tturbide, in a haughty

6,000,000 people “of the same race,

and the same nationality and speak-
the same language.”

With a view to erasing caste differ-

e backwardness Mexico has always
acknowledged, However, their parti-
sans boast of a few pure Indians who
have become prominent — Juarez, a
statesman and patriot; Ignacio Alta-
mirano, an intellectual of great re-
nown, and a few others. To stress the
great civilization of the natives, they
also point to the ruins of Yucatan,
Mitla, and Teotihuacan.

But the fact that Indians of great
worth appear at the rate of one in
10,000,000 hardly warrants presenting
the Indians of Mexico as civilized.
Archaeological ruins simply show the
enormous difference between what
the Indian was and is. Whatever the
causes (oppression during the colonial
era, lack of instruction, and so on),

can hardly be D
truth, the Spaniards and the Gov-
ernments up to 1920 did little to edu-
cate him. His laziness is so conspicu-
ous that no visiting writer overlooks
it, and from it spring, more or less
directly, the social and labor problems
which havearisen in twenty-five years.
The indifference of the Indian and of
the mestizo accounts for the en-
thronement of dictatorships which,
with different names and various
tendencies, have constituted the gov-
ernments of almost all Spanish Amer-
ica for the last 120 years.

Francisco Bulnes, one of the great-
est Mexican writers, said shortly be-
fore his death, in 1922, when the
Mexican Revolution had already
shown its Indianism: “The worst
thing about the Indians is that they
have transmitted their defects to the
mestizos; the mestizos have all the
defects of the Spanish and all the
defects of the Indians, and none of
their virtues.” Bulnes, a demolisher,
who liked to stir the indignation of
his readers, may have exaggerated,
but it is plain that the mestizo did
not inherit from the Spaniard cither
laziness or indifference. The Span-
iard is extremely industrious — the
reason why there are so many Spanish
fortunes in Mexico — and, unlike the
Indian, is not indifferent to general
problems.
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Spread of Communism in Mexico

-Condensed from Your My in Red Mexico and Next Door to

‘Communism, Collier’s, Ociober 3, 1936, and February 13, 1937

'-.As‘t spring, fearful of what was
in store for them, the Confederationof
Chambers of Commercc of the Mexi-

* BY OWEN P. WHITE

In short, we ask for that priceless human
right: eq_ua.!ity before the law.
To which communication President

can Republic, the C d jon of

Cardenas first replied with a long let-

Industrial Chambers, the Bankers
Association, the National Chamber
of Commerce of the City of Mexico,
the National Association of Export-
ers, the Union of Industrial Lithog-
raphers, the Confederauon of Em-

ter in which he said that if the em-
ployers were tired of the social struggle

they could get out of it by turning .

their enterprises over to the workers
or the Government. But if they
stayed they must not expect equal

ployers of the M blic, the
National Association of Small Shop-
keepers and the Central Employers
Organization of the Federal District,

which groups Tepresent practically

everything in the country, sent a let-
ter to President Cardenas which con-
cluded with the following paragraphs:

An essay into the field of Communism
as the result of forces deriving from cer-
tain sectors and overwhelming the rights
and interests of urban and rural property
owners is what, perchance, fate has in
store for us, Butcan this end be achieved

h legal p without disord;
abuses and manifestations of violence?
Frankly we do not think it possible. Re-
spect for authority once gone, the'masses
of the people become “forces of nature”
which blindly overfiow their banks and
obey neither authorities nor government,
laws nor institutions, Of what today
‘exists as the result of efforts exerted by the
Revolution and by private iitiative,
‘nothing would be left standing. And who
knows where such an outburst of anarchy
will go with no restraint to hold the
masses in check?

Precisely because we foresee this danger
and do not wish to lend ourselves to
bmgmg it about, we have stated to you,

t, our points of view, and our
ﬂ:oughu, with the frankness and sin-
cerity which conditions require. We wish
to covperate with the Government and to
improve the conditions of
the working classes. We
proclaim it to the world and
stand ready to back it up
with facts. We ask only for
the protection of the law to
which we have an indispu-
table right. We shall comply
scrupulously with the laws
in force, but in turn we de-
mand that labor and the
authorities also obey them.

treatment before the law; must not
interfere with the organization of
workers’ syndicates, and must pay,
up to the limit of their wononuc ca-

This document then goes on to say
that direct action in this struggle is
aimed at concentrated wealth; that
the fight centers around the control of
land and machines — especially ma-
chines for making machines — and
finally concludes by stating that
“alignment of classes once recognized,
the fundamental points of the pro-
gram arc:

“1T 1
classes seeking economic and actual
equality.

““2. Creation of & new state to realize
of means of

pacity, all that was d ded of
them by labor.

And then, only a week before this
was written, Mexico’s Chief Execu-
tive gave his final answer to capital
when he affixed his signature to a law
giving his Government the power to
expropriate, and that means seize, at
any time it wants to anything in the
Republic, from a dhand tooth-

producmn.

That’s that. In the preceding brief
paragraphs the ideology — the skele-
ton, as it were, of the Six-Year Plan

—is set forth, and now what of

the plan itself? This is a long docu-
ment which states the manner in
whicp the millennium is to come to

brush, and cash in the bank, up to a
railroad and a cotton plantation.

Mexico’s New Ideology, and I take
this from a book given to me in the
Ministry of Foreign Relations in Mex-
ico City, proclaims:

The ideas of a radical tendency in the
Mexican Revolution may be stated as
follows:

1. Civilization and culture are the re-
sult of the work of man to bring nature
under control. )

2. Labor is the fundamental cause and
the closest measure of value of useful
things.

8. The structure of society is based on
the organization of labor; that is, the
technique of production.

4. The main historical factor is class

It pmvxdes for socialistic education,
nat ion of natural r
and for free distribution of land to the
peons and Indians, along with free
money to work it with. It abolishes
liquor and gambling from the Repub-
lic; discourages, but doesn’t abolish,
prostitution; sets up a good army,
well equipped with war material, most
of which is to be made at home; safe-
guards the country against foreign
invasion by outlining new immigra-
tion laws, while also, modestly and in-
conspicuously tucked away in it, along
toward its middle, it says that the
state guarantees protection to labor,
that syndical organizations are to be
strengthened and disputes settled, and
that the employment of non-syndi-
cated labor is forbidden.

These people would
like to remain as they
are, but Mexico’s new
ideology calls for some-
thing different and makes
promises which amount
to a Townsend Plan, a
Share the Wealth Plan,
and a Soak the Rich Plan,
rolled into one.
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. Mexico Seen Ripe ‘
- For Rightisi Revolt

-------

v 3th Column in Mexico
Turns s Face North

Mexmo Fmds Oil Grab
- Was Gigantic Flop

;Caplfal Flees Iron
Squeeze of Mexican Labor

!"
.

eons Find Cardenas
Is No Santa Claus

A Series of Special Articles on Mexico by Hal Burton
—Reprinted from the New York PDaily News
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MEXICO AT THE BAR
OF PUBILIC OPINION

A Swrvey of Editorial Opinion
i Newspapers of
The Western Hemisphere

By BURT M. McCONNELL
Member of The Literary Digest
Editorial Staff, 1919-1929

MAIL AND EXPRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY
160 Varick Street New York, N. Y.
1939
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Edited by
WILLIAM E. McMAHON
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Donald R. Richberg’s Story

THE MEXICAN
OlIL 3SEIZURE

FRANK L. KLUCKHOHN T E PHAN M

THE MEXICAN caRavan
CHALLENGE

SIR OWEN O’MALLEY, K.C.M.G.

A ‘s Hal Y taste
Of Being from the Well amid the Waste,
lo ! the phaniom Caravan has reacht
WNothing i¢ sct out from. Oh make haste . . .
Rubdiyds of Omar Khaurdm
(trans. E. FitzGerald), 4th ed., xrvrr.

-

3 LONDON
DOUBLEDAY, DORAN & COMPANY, INC. JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET

New York 1939
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Cartones politicos

OUR NATURAL RE-
SOURCES -~ Am;}
NOW, ADIOS .

MEXICO TAKES OVER ALL U.S. AND BRIISH OIL PROPERTIES
Sunday Star, Washington, D. C.
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Cartones politicos

IT CAN'T HAPPEN HERE




Cartones politicos

THAT CACTU
wuza HE GRADBED
FOR THE O

Cofumbus, Ohio, State Journal
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HNOTA PRELIMIDNAR. % ,

El original de estg¢ reporte fue enviado 'en esgpafiol desde Paris :
V. nbardo Toledano, con fecha 4 de Junio de 1938, Copia de este 1 ..
te fué entregada por persona que conoce todos los secretos de la C.. .
vy traducida al inglés., El texto que sigue es a su vez, una traduccid:
de dicha versidn inglesa, de manera que si se cotejara con el origir:.
en espafiol seguramente se encontrarian diferencias de expresidn, pero
ninguna esencial.

El reporte transcrito ha sido ° P cablegralfiado a los Estadco
Unidos y & Europa y es ya conocido en los circulos diplomédticos,

REPORTE CONFID.ZICIAL IAWDADO FOR V. LOMEARDO TOLEDANWO
DESDE FARIS A LOS DIRICHEHTES I 1A C. W, .

o debemos confiar enteramente en la capacidad del Jefe Utalir
ra ayudarnos, ya sea con dinero para pagar al contado o con presiln
ra obtener plazos largos en el asunto de la expropiacidn del petro. «
rero si podemos esperar el conseguir que Roosvelt se constituya :
dor, en caso de que la Gran Bretalia acepte el plan formuladc por
sidente y, comunicado a Washington por nuestro embajzdor,

La gente dice gque la expropiacidn del petroleo no ss sino 72
guinacibén para arrojar a los ingleses y entregar =1 petroleo « 1
ricznos. Aunque ésto tiene que ser el fineal, ustsdes deben contr . o
tar dicha creencia por todos los medios posibles, puis desacredit.
:lucstro Gobierno haciéndolo aparecer como un farsmanite del nacioruii: --
30, La gente no entiende hacia donde vamos ni ia escasa imporiakcls o
g1én obticene el petroleo ahora, hasta el dia de 1n liguidacida i o

del imperialismo.

Deben conocer ustedes la situacidn curopea gue tendrd ana inTii -
cia tremends sobre la nuestra, Desde 1936 el prceletnriado del ot
abrigado esperanzas de provoczr una guerra eéntre las lliamadas denccrre=
cias y los estados totalitarics, por medio d¢ le guerra civil ecpalio-
12, Pero desgraciadamente Inglaterra y Tranciz tuvi roan wmiedo a Ttali-
v a Alemania, guienes obraron prontaomenic en Favor o la revaelis
‘ieneral Fraucoi sin embzrgo Anthony iden en Inglaterra y George
en Francia procuraroi: cons2gulr gue sus respectivos paisaes ajude
Siertamente al Gobierno de Azafia, den fracasd y perdid su posicil.y,
dejar-do el peso total de la situacidn a George liandel quien es nlor.
lecretario de las Colonias de Francia, La preocupacidn principal o=
lancéel ha sido contrarrestar la poiftica "realista®™ de Chamberlair.
qi1ién firmd un pacto condicional con Mussolini con el objeto do
~ar ©1 status del Liediterraneo, el Canal de Suez, el Mar Lojo :
Lonias Africanas a cambio de dejarle manos libres para gue W
ia Gu:zrra. George landel estd a punto de hacer pedazos el plan = 2
verlain -alistando bajo la bandera cien mil africanos colonial .. .
110 consccuencia de sto Mussolini se rehusa a retirar cierto alucs
s0ldados de Africa, los cualcs desde el punto de vista de Chramb: -
;on uaa amenaza para 32gipto. Chamberlaim pudiera encontrar uasz oo, o=
cidr; pero llandegl es igualinente capaz de sembrar mas obstiéculos
camino del Ministro inglés, si hay tiemmpo para ello. Pero =i 1o
Sleses pudiesen formar un block con Italia, Alcmania ¥ 1la INspoiis |
cioruzlista, esta combinacidn seria invi cta por largo tieanpo, cuwlcy
era que fuese la actitud de Prancia., Po.r esto e Jel:= Etalin now =
mendd proceder sin méds dilaciones, Otra razdn de su recomondacidn .
siste en gue no quiere ver al Japdn fue:ira del e.arcéos chino y Zista o -
Ta combatir en favor de Mussolini y HitZler,

En México estamos en mejor posicién para comwcnzar por lup of vl
zntes razoness




1. La expropiacion

Contracampana cardenista



Defensa de México frente a
Estados Unidos, Inglaterra y
Holanda
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Contracampana

Nacional:
Cine
Prensa
Radio
Teatro
Magisterio
Internacional:
Enviados
Cine
Publicaciones
Accion diplomatica
Relaciéon personal de
Cardenas con
Roosevelt

Objetivo:

Generar consenso interno politico y
social al regimen cardenista.

Publico meta:

En Meéxico: masas populares,
corporaciones sociales, obreras y
campesinas, la Iglesia catélica.

En EU y Europa: sindicatos
progresistas, intelectuales de
izquierda, politicos simpatizantes




Contracampana

Primera plana, The New York

T/mes 19 de marzo. 1938

The szﬁn deBTmes. LI

ROUSEVELT IS rekdown
RGN DD LI

TOBRD CONTUIAACY * Fre e | TOADJORRAMENT

a HITLER IN nmmﬂ(m;zi Says U. S. War Policy

1 Interest

m,mwm $S[POLAND- STANDS BY HER ULTIMATUM
ASHEMASIN 711 ANTAN CABINET FOR ACCEPTANCE;
o, POWERS BRING PRESSURE TO AVERT WAR

+|DISCUSSION BARRED

Ke Must Accept by

STKTIMES IN A DAY WEAKENS DEMAI

T

3P. M. Today or Pole
Will Cross.

BARCELONA RAIDED [PRESSURE ONPO)

El peligro mexicano - M.A. Sanchez de Armas 35 n

s

UNIVERSIDAD
IBEROAMERICANA

Estrategia y accion diplomatica

“Eran dos experimentados
generales evaluando su
posicion frente a las de
sus reales y potenciales
adversarios. Sus
pensamientos estan
formulados en sélidas y
pragmaticas
consideraciones de fuerza
antes que en términos de
preciosismos politicos y
diplomaticos”.
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Arte y cultura revolucionarias UNIVERSIDAD
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- Publicaciones
- Arte mural
- Carteles

- Teatro
revolucionario

- Radionovelas

- Conferencias

- Salones de clase
- Grupos de estudo
- Movilizaciones

- Asambleas




Arte y cultura revolucionarias UNIVERSIDAD
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Prensa y radio UNIVERSIDAD
IBEROAMERICANA
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El Departamento
Autonomo de Prensa y
Publicidad

Xic0 [originalmente
L N “Propaganda”] produjo
-T. r,; [ una serie de peliculas
g que fueron traducidas a
varios idiomas.

El autor ha localizado
diez de ellas.

F ot

———)> Paso a tres videos
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Apoyo popular

'//f 7 j iLve o |
NIN/J..\/.{' w//%/a/ .............

contribuy6 con la cantidad de $0.06 (CINCO CENTAVOS) al
pago de la deuda del Petréleo para consolidar la Independencia
econdmica de Meéxico,

Todo sacrificio por la Patria es pequefio,

Toluca, Méx, a 254z Mw/ .............. de 1938.

El Gobornador Oonstituclonal del Estado de Méxieo,
'WENCESTAO LABRA
_WENCEQ\L

NOTA:—Este comprobante serf canjeado, oportunamente, por bonos de-l2 Re-

oSG < S

dencion Nacional, e .- i
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UNIVERSIDAD
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Apoyo popular

Los embajadores...
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“¢ Cual era el valor monetario de entregar
objetos personales para enfrentar una
deuda de millones de pesos?
Lastimeramente pequeno, [...]
insignificante para reponer millones,
pero la respuesta de las mujeres que
entregaban sus pertenencias mas
preciadas era el resultado de un fervor
patridotico como nunca antes habia [yo]
visto o sofiado. Y si bien de escaso
valor para la meta propuesta, fue
esencial para amalgamar el espiritu de
Mexico, en donde privaba la sensacion
de que la medida de Cardenas era el
simbolo de la unidad nacional”.

Josephus Daniels
Diplomatico en mangas de camisa
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